POVERTY, JUSTICE,AND PEACE

Pope Benedict XV,
Shegpherd of Truth

Notable quotations from Pope Benedict XVI and official teachings
of the Roman Catholic Church

“TRAGICSITUATIONS’

Poverty isoftenacontributory factor or acompounding elementinconflicts, including
armed ones. Inturn, theseconflictsfuel further tragic situationsof poverty.

“MOST VULNERABLEVICTIMS’

Whenpoverty strikesafamily , thechildren proveto bethemost vul nerabl evictims: almost
half of thoselivinginabsolutepoverty today arechildren.

CHILDREN,WOMENAND

MOTHERS

Whenthefamily isweakened, itisinevi-
tably children who suffer. If the dignity of
women and mothersisnot protected, itisthe
childrenwho areaffected most.

GLOBAL SOLIDARITY

Oneof themostimportant waysof build-
ing peaceisthroughaform of globalization
directed towards the interests of the whole
human family... There needsto be a strong
sense of global solidarity betweenrich and
poor...

“AUTHENTICHUMANDEVELOPMENT”

What thefight against poverty really needsaremenand womenwholiveinaprofoundly
fraternal way andareabletoaccompany individuals, familiesand communitiesonjourneysof
authentichumandevel opment.

“CREATIVESOLIDARITY”

TheChristiancommunity will never fail ... toassuretheentirehumanfamily of her support
through gesturesof creativesolidarity, not only by “ givingfromone’ ssurplus’ but aboveall by
“achangeof life-styles, of modelsof production and consumption, and of the established
structuresof power whichtoday govern societies’ { Pope John Paul 11} .

EXPANDYOURHEARTS

| extendtoevery discipleof Christandtoevery personof goodwill ainvitationtoexpand
their heartsto meet theneedsof thepoor and to takewhatever practical stepsare possibleto
helpthem.

CAN'TBEREFUTED

Thetruth of theaxiom cannot berefuted: “tofight poverty istobuild peace.”.

(Source: Messagefor 2009 World Day of Peace, issued December 8, 2008)
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