GOD'SMERCY

Pope Francis,
Shepherd of Truth

Notable quotations from Pope Francis and official teachings
of the Roman Catholic Church

EXPERIENCEFIRST HAND

Themercy of Godisaproclamationmadetotheworld, aproclamationwhicheach Christian
iscalledtoexperienceatfirst hand.

MY STERY OFGOD’SMERCY

Themystery of divinemercy isreveal edinthehistory of thecovenant between GodandHis
peoplelsrael. God showsHimself ever richinmercy, ever ready totreat Hispeoplewith deep
tendernessand compassion...

GOD’'SWAY

Mercy “expressesGod’ sway of reachingouttothe
sinner, offering him anew chance to look at himself,
convert,andbelieve’ (MisericordiaeV ultus), thusrestor-
inghisrelationshipwithhim.

MERCY TRANSFORMS
God smercy transformshumanhearts; itenablesus,
through the experience of afaithful love, to become
mercifulinturn.

THEMIRACLEOFMERCY

Inanever new miracle, divinemercy shinesforthinour lives, inspiringeach of ustoloveour
neighbor andtodevoteourselvesto ... thespiritual and corporal worksof mercy.

WORKSOFMERCY

Theseworksremind usthat faithfindsexpression inconcreteeveryday actionsmeanttohelp
our neighborsinbody andspirit: by feeding, visiting, comfortingandinstructingthem. Onsuchthings
wewill bejudged. For thisreason, | expressed my hopethat “ the Christian peoplemay reflect on
thecorporal and spiritual worksof mercy; thiswill beaway toreawakenour conscience, toooften
growndull inthefaceof poverty, andtoenter moredeeply intotheheart of the Gospel wherethe
poor haveaspecial experienceof God' smercy” (MisericordiagV ultus).

NEVER SEPARATE
Thecorporal and spiritual worksof mercy must never beseparated. By touchingtheflesh of
thecrucified Jesusinthesuffering, sinnerscanreceivethegift of reali zing that they tooarepoor and
inneed.

DON'TWASTETIME
Letusnotwastethis...favorable...timefor conversion! Weask thisthroughthematernal
intercessionof theVirginMary, whoencounteringthegreatnessof God’' smercy freely bestowed
upon her, wasthefirsttoacknowledgeher lowliness(cf. Lk 1:48) andtocall herself theLord’s
humbleservant (cf. Lk 1:38).

(Source: Messagefor Lent 2016, dated 10/4/2015, thefeast of St. Francisof Assisi)
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