THE LAY FAITHEUL

John Paul
Speaks

Notable quotations from Pope John Paul Il and
official teachings of the Roman Catholic Church

THELAITY'SDECISIVEROLE

Thenew evangedlizationthat canmakethe21st century aspringtimeof theGospel isatask
fortheentirePeopleof God, butwill dependinadecisiveway onthelay faithful beingfully aware
of their baptismal vocationandtheir responsibility for bringingthegood newsof JesusChristto
their cultureand society.

“ANESPECIALLY URGENT INVITATION”

TheFathersof theSecondV atican Council gavespecia atentiontothedignity andmission
of thelay faithful ,urgingthem“intheL ord’ snametogiveaglad, generousand prompt response
totheimpul seof theHoly Spiritandtothevoiceof Christ, Whoisgivingthemanespecialy urgent
invitationatthismoment...”

“INTHEFRONT LINE”

Moreand morelay peoplehadtakento heart thestirringwordsof PopePiusXIl: “Lay
believersareinthefront lineof Churchlife; for themthe Churchistheanimating principleof
humansociety. Therefore, they inparti cular oughttohaveanever clearer consciousnessnot only
of belongingtotheChurch, but of beingtheChurch...”

GOSPEL WITNESSES

Thefirstrequirement of thenew evangelizationistheactual witnessof Christianswho
live by the Gospel....

“THEONLY VALID RESPONSE”

Sincelay peopleareat theforefront of the Church’ smissiontoevangelizeall areasof
humanactivity...they must bestrong enough and sufficiently catechized “totestify how the
Christianfaith congtitutestheonly vaidresponse...totheproblemsand hopesthat lifeposesto
every personandsociety” (Christifidelislaici, n. 34).

“MARRIAGEANDTHEFAMILY”

The immediate and in many ways most important arena of the laity’s Christian
witness is marriage and the family.

THE“CIVILIZATIONOFLIFEANDLOVE"

Wherefamily lifeisstrongandhealthy, thesenseof community and solidarity isal sostrong,
andthishd pstobuildthat“ civilizationof lifeandlove’ whichmust beeveryone saim. Butwhere
thefamilyisweak, all humanrelationshipsareexposedtoinstability andfragmentation.

“AFAMILY OFFAMILIES’

Theparishshouldbea“family of families,” helpinginevery way possibletonourishthe
spirituad lifeof parentsand childrenthrough prayer, theword of God, thesacraments, andthe
witnessof holinessand charity.

“PRINCIPAL PROMOTERS’

... Theprincipa promotersof Christianfamily lifearecoupl esandfamiliesthemsal ves,who
haveaspecial responsibility tobeservantsof other couplesandfamilies.

(Source: Adliminavisit of bishopsfromMinnesota, Northand South Dakota, June6,
1998)
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