TERRORISM INAMERICA

John Paul
Speaks

Notable guotations from Pope John Paul |1 and
official teachings of the Roman Catholic Church

“AFIRM RESOLVE” TO REJECT VIOLENCE
| pray that thisinhuman act will awakenintheheartsof dl theworld speoplesafirmresolve
to rgect the ways of violence, to combat everything that sows hatred and divison within the
human family, and to work for the dawn of anew era of internationa cooperation inspired by
the highest idedls of solidarity, justice and peace.

CHRISTIAN HOPE
Evenif theforces of darkness appear to prevail, those who believein God know that evil
and death do not havethefind say. Christian hopeisbased onthistruth; at thistimeour prayerful
trust draws strength fromiit.

“RENEWED HOPE”
| am confident that in thistime of trid dl Americanswill find their rdigious faith asource
of renewed hope and the impetus for an ever more determined resolve to reject the ways of
hatred and violence.

“THELIGHT OF THE GOSPEL”

To those affected by thisimmense tragedy | hold up the light of the Gospel and pray that
by the prompting of the Holy Spirit they will beled to an ever closer union with the Lord Jesus
Chrigt in the mystery of His cross and resurrection.

“CONQUER EVIL WITH GOOD”
Toadl | solemnly repeat the Gospd injunction not to be conquered by evil, but to conquer
evil withgood (Rom 12:21), totrust in the power of God' sgraceto transform human heartsand
to work fearlesdy to shgpe afuture of justice, peace and security for the children of our world.

PRAY FOR WORLD LEADERS

| invite you to pray ... that Almighty God will guide the mind and hearts of world leaders
S0 that the ways of justice and peace may prevall.

“COMFORT AND HOPE”

May theBlessed Virgin bring comfort and hopeto thosewho suffer on account of thetragic
attack of the terrorists that ... serioudy harmed the beloved American people... May Mary
wel comethe dead, console the survivors, support thosefamiliesthat are particularly tried, help
al to resst the temptation to hatred and violence, and to dedicate themsalves to the service of
justice and peace.

MARY AND YOUNG PEOPLE

May theVirgin Mary nourishinthe heartsof dl young persons... high human and spiritud
ideals and the necessary perseverance to achieve them. May she remind them of the primacy
of eternd vaues, especidly in these difficult moments, so that in their daily engagements and
activitiesthey may ever continueto beturned toward God and to Hiskingdom of solidarity and
peace.

“STRENGTH AND COURAGE"

| ask God to grant the American peoplethe strength and couragethey need in thistime of
sorrow and trid.

(Sources. General Audiences 9/12/01 and 9/19/01, Mesting with U.S. Ambassador to
Vatican 9/13/01, Angelus 9/16/01, L etter to Cardinal McCarrick of Washington, D.C., dated
9/15/01)
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