John Paul
Speaks

Notable quotations from Pope John Paul Il and
official teachings of the Roman Catholic Church

WORLDMISSION SUNDAY

Asthethemeof World Mission Sunday thisyear clearly emphasizes” Eucharist and
Mission” areinseparable. Inadditiontoreflection onthebondthat existsbeentheEucharistic
mystery and themystery of the Church, thisyear therewill bean eloquent referencetothe
BlessedVirginMary, becauseof theoccurrenceof the 150th anniversary of thedefinitionof the
Dogmaof thelmmacul ate Conception (1854-2004).

“THEURGENCY OF THECHURCH'SM|SSION”

When wetake part in the Eucharistic Sacrifice, we understand more profoundly the
universality of redemption and, consequently, theurgency of the Church’ smissionwithits
programwhich* hasitscenter in Christ Himself, Whoisto beknown, loved, andimitated, so
thatinHimwemay livethelifeof theTrinity andwithHimtransformhistory ...” (Ecclesiade
Eucharista, 60).

“MISSIONARIESOF THEEUCHARIST”
Attheendof every Mass..., all shouldfee they aresent as* missionariesof theEucharist”
tocarry toevery environment thegreat gift received. Infact, anyonewhoencountersChristin
theEucharist cannot fail toproclaimthroughhisor her lifethemerciful loveof theRedeemer.

EUCHARISTICADORATION

TolivetheEucharigtitisnecessary ...tospendmuchtimeinadorationinfront of theBlessed
Sacrament, something which | myself experience every day, drawing from it strength,
consol ation, and assistance...

“ACONSTANT RELATIONSHIP”

How couldtheChurchfulfill her vocationwithout cultivatingaconstant rel ationshipwith
theEucharist, without nourishing hersal f withthisfoodwhichsanctifies, without founding her
missionary activity onthisindispensablesupport?

APOSTLESOF THEEUCHARIST

Toevangelizetheworldthereisneed of apostleswhoare” experts’ inthecel ebration,
adoration, and contempl ation of theEuchari<t.

“THEMISSIONARY TASK”

Nourishedby Him[Christ], believerscometounderstandthat themi ssionary task means
being “acceptable asan offering, made holy by the Holy Spirit” (Rom 15:16), in order to
bemoreandmore*one,inheartandmind” (Acts4:32) tobewitnessesof Hislovetotheends
of theearth.

MARYANDTHEEUCHARIST

Mary ... showsusand offersusChrist, theWay, the Truth, andtheLife(cf. Jn 14:6). If
“the ChurchandtheEucharist areinseparably united, thesameought to besaid of Mary and
theEucharist” (EcclesiadeEucharistia, 57).

(Source: Messagefor WorldMission Sunday, issued April 19, 2004)
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